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smce a god's embrace is never fruitless, you will give birth to
beautiful children, whom you must nurse and rear with care.
But now go home, and guard your tongue. Tell no one; but I
wish you to know that I am Poseidon, the Shaker of the Earth."
The god then disappeared under the heaving sea. Tyro con-
ceived, and gave birth to Pelias and Neleus, who both rose to
power as servants of almighty Zeus. Pelias lived in the spacious
lands oflolcus, and his wealth lay in his flocks; while Neleus had
his home in sandy Pylos. Nor were these the only children of
this queen among women. To Cretheus she bore three other
sons, Aeson and Pheres and Amythaon, that gallant charioteer.
(The next I saw was Antiope, the daughter ofAsopus; and it
was in the arms of Zeus that she claimed to have slept. She had
two sons, Amphion and Zethus, the founders of Thebes of the
Seven Gates, who first fortified its site with towers, since for all
their prowess they could not establish themselves in the open
lands of Thebes without a wall to their city.
'After Antiope I saw Alcmene, Amphitryon's wife, who lay
in the loving arms of almighty Zeus and brought the all-daring
lion-hearted Heracles into the world. Megare I also saw, proud
Croon's daughter, who married that indomitable son ofAm-
phitryon.
'Then I met Oedipus' mother, the lovely Epicaste. She in her
ignorance committed the sin of marrying her son. For Oedipus
killed his father and took his mother to wife. But the gods soon
let the truth come out. For Oedipus they then conceived a cruel
punishment: they left him to suffer the tortures of remorse as
king of the Cadmeians in his beloved Thebes. But Epicaste, ob-
sessed by anguish at her deed, hanged herself with a long rope
she made fast to the roof-beam overhead, and so came down to
the Halls of Hades, the mighty Warden of the Gates, leaving
Oedipus to suffer all the horrors that a mother's curses can inflict.
'Next, and loveliest of all, came Chloris, the youngest
daughter of Amphion son oflasus, who once lorded it in Orcho-
menus as King of the Minyae. Neleus married her for her beauty
and paid a fortune for her hand. So she was Queen in Pylos, and

